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Los Angeles has everything, but takes advantage of little. Its towers, its streets, 
its people all exist disengaged from the beauty and moderation of its natural sur-
rounds. This project reunites the current condition back to its surroundings. It 
serves as an island, woven into a troubled fabric. Self-sufficient in energy, com-
munity, programmatic functions and ecologically, the building is a mast against 
which the city can grow. The Vertical Campus incorporates mixed-use residential, 
commercial, garden, and civic spaces with a major transportation hub and diverse 
energy generation infrastructures. Spanning over the heavily channeled LA River, 
the base of the building folds infrastructure of hydroelectric energy generation 
into the circulation paths [pedestrian, bike, vehicular, bus, subway, train] and com-
munity programs threading and interlocking with the neighboring context. It bridg-
es physical and social barriers through a spatial and programmatic reconnection 
reuniting through multi-level connections of residential, commercial, and commu-
nity. The technology of nature and the intrinsic ecosystems that exist so readily in 
the Mediterranean climate of Los Angeles, allows for the collaboration of man and 
nature to produce a comprehensive ecosystem through the variable layers of the 
Vertical Campus.
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